
International E-Waste Day 
14th October 2024 

The Great Cable Challenge!





What is e-waste? 

Electrical waste 
(e-waste) is any broken 
or unwanted electrical 
or tech item with a plug, 
battery or cable. 
Including the batteries 
and cables themselves.



Have you ever thought 
about what’s inside 
electricals?

Gold Copper

Aluminium Silver



What is the issue?



Fastest growing 
source of waste



Precious resources 
lost forever



Environmental damage



Financial loss



But… Anything with a plug, battery or cable can be recycled!



What about the batteries hidden inside 
electricals?



Have you ever thought 
about what’s inside 
batteries?

Nickel    Zinc

Lithium Cadmium 





What can you do to help with e-waste?



● Fix them!

● Donate them!

● Sell and buy 
second hand! 

● Recycle them!

What can you do to help?



How does electrical recycling work?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7msucy0Jl1c


*Batteries can cause serious injury if swallowed, please keep batteries out of reach of small children and pets. You may need 
assistance with the safe removal of batteries from electrical items, please ask a responsible adult to help with this. 

And never bin hidden batteries…

Remove batteries from 
electricals. Recycle them 
separately from your household 
waste and recycling.  

If you’re unable to remove the 
battery safely*, recycle it 
together with your old 
electricals. 



Search ‘Recycle your electricals’ 

To find your local electrical and battery drop off points: 
www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk

http://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk


A message from our mascot…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXZ1w35aF-I


Join The Great Cable Challenge for 
International E-Waste Day 2024!



Millions of cables are lying unused in our homes

Almost all of us have 
unwanted, broken cables 
clogging up our drawers. 

 That’s millions of 
unwanted cables and 
thousands of kilograms of 
copper going to waste.



What is copper and why is it important? 

Cables are full of valuable copper.

Copper is a chemical element with the 
symbol Cu.

Cables are made of an average of 20% 
copper which is one of the most precious 
materials on our planet. 

Copper is essential to our everyday lives - 
vital for our phones, our transport, clean 
energy, lifesaving medical equipment 
and our green future. 



Join The Great Cable Challenge!

So this International E-Waste Day, we’re 
calling on the UK to join The Great Cable 
Challenge and recycle their old cables! 

Together, let’s give our old cables a new 
lease of life. If 1 million of us all recycled 
one cable, we could save at least 5,000 kg 
of copper from going to waste.





Activity time: The Great Cable Challenge
We’re encouraging students to hunt for old electricals buried deep in drawers and cupboards. If 1 million of us 

all recycled one cable, we could save at least 5,000 kg of copper from going to waste.

1. Collect - Ask a grown-up to help you find any 

broken or unused cables stashed away in 

cupboards or drawers. 

2. Check - Now you’ve gathered up all your unused 

cables, it’s time to test them! 

3. Recycle them - Now you’ve decided which cables 

you’re keeping and which can be recycled, bag 

them up ready to be recycled. Next, you’ll need to 

find your nearest recycling point, 

Use the Recycling Locator on the Recycle Your Electricals 

website to find local donation and recycling points.

https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/electrical-recycling-near-me/


Contact

Please follow us and share our content on social media

hello@materialfocus.org.uk

www.recycleyourelectricals.org.ukfacebook.com/recycleyourelectricals

@recycleelectric

@recycleyourelectricals_

The ‘Recycle Your Electricals’ campaign is led by Material Focus. 

Material Focus is a not-for-profit organisation - our vision is of a world where materials 
are never wasted.

linkedin.com/company/materialfocus


